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Cantor  Putterman,  Choir 

To  Sing  at  Festival 


Concert  of  Liturgical  Music 
at  Columbia  University,  May  12th 

Cantor  David  Putterman  and  the  Park 
Avenue  Synagogue  Choir  have  recently 
accepted  an  invitation  from  Dr.  Douglas 
Moore  of  the  Department  of  Music  at 
Columbia  University  to  perform  a  con 
cert  of  contemporary  Jewish  liturgical 
music  on  Thursday,  May  12th,  at  8:30 
p.m.  in  St.  Paul’s  Chapel  of  Columbia 
University. 

The  invitation  was  extended  by  the 
Festival  Committee  of  the  Alice  M.  Dit- 
son  Fund  in  connection  with  its  Fifth 
Annual  Festival  of  Contemporary  Amer¬ 
ican  Music.  As  Dr.  Moore  said  in  his 
letter  of  invitation: 

“We  have  felt  that  there  would  be 
great  interest  in  musical  circles  in  hear¬ 
ing  some  of  the  fine  music  which  you 
have  caused  to  be  written  and  that  it 
would  be  an  artistic  event  of  great  im¬ 
portance.  We  are  anxious  to  have  this 
Festival  contribute  to  the  development 
of  liturgical  music  and  a  concert  of  this 
sort  would  bring  great  prestige  to  out¬ 
general  plan.’’ 

Cantor  Putterman  will  include  works 
by  the  many  contemporary  composers 
who  wrote  for  our  Liturgical  Services. 


Reserve  May  20th: 
Liturgical  Service 

Please  reserve  Friday  evening,  May 
20th  for  our  Seventh  Annual  Sabbath 
Eve  Service  of  Liturgical  Music  by 
Israeli  Contemporary  Composers. 
This  year  in  honor  of  the  first  anni¬ 
versary  of  Israel’s  statehood  this  ser¬ 
vice  will  be  dedicated  to  “ISRAEL 
REBORN  ”.  If  you  have  not  as  yet 
sent  in  youi  request  for  admission 
tickets,  you  are  urged  to  do  so  with¬ 
out  delay. 


Brving  Davidson  Guest 

At  Men's  CBub  Meeting 

The  last  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Club 
will  take  place  Tuesday  evening,  May 
17th  at  8:30  p.m.  in  the  Vestry.  The 
feature  of  the  evening  will  be  the  elec¬ 
tions  and  installation  of  the  new  officers 
for  the  year  1949-1950. 

Irving  Davidson,  popular  Jewish  wit 
and  humorist  will  be  the  guest  of  the 
evening  and  will  no  doubt  provide  the 
members  with  an  evening  of  mirth  and 
entertainment.  Many  will  remember  Mr. 
Davidson  as  a  former  Principal  of  the 
Religious  School  here. 

All  members  of  the  Congregation  are 
urged  to  attend  and  take  part  in  their 
Men’s  Club  activities. 
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Rabbi  Abraham  Barras 
Addresses  Congregation 

The  pulpit  of  the  Park  Avenue  Syna¬ 
gogue  will  be  occupied  on  Friday  eve¬ 
ning  and  Saturday  morning,  May  6th 
and  7th,  by  Rabbi  Abraham  D.  Barras, 
the  Rabbi  of  the  Jewish  Community  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Monticello,  New  York. 

Rabbi  Barras  is  a  graduate  of  Teach¬ 
ers  College  of  Columbia  University  and 
of  the  Teachers  Institute  of  the  Jewish 
Theological  Seminary.  He  received  his 
Rabbinical  Degree  from  the  Jewish 
Theological  Seminary.  Specializing  in 
Education,  Rabbi  Barras  has  done  grad¬ 
uate  work  at  Newr  York  University. 

On  Friday  evening,  he  will  speak  on 
"Today’s  Challenge  to  Jewish  Parents.” 

Seminary  Campaign 
Presents  Challenge 

The  Jewish  Theological  Seminary  has 
just  released  the  following  information 
concerning  Synagogue  contributions  to 
the  Theological  Seminary  campaign. 
These  figures  we  believe  of  interest  to 
the  Congregation.  The  1949  figures  are 
naturally  not  complete.  The  comparative 
figures  are: 

Brooklyn  Jewish  Center  (1500  mem¬ 
bers),  1948  —  172  contributors  —  $25,- 
000;  1949 — 255  contributors — $33,600. 

Society  for  the  Advancements  of 
Judaism  (350  members),  1948  —  125 
contributors — $45,000:  1949 — 74  con¬ 
tributors — $26,000. 

B'nai  Jeshurun  (600  members),  1948 
— 64  contributors — $19,000:  1949 — 82 
contributors — $26,000. 

Bark  Avenue  Synagogue  (700  mem¬ 
bers).  1948 — 78  contributors— $2,800; 
1949 — 93  contributors — $11,275. 

It  is  felt  that  these  figures  present  a 
challenge  to  the  Congregation.  Members 
who  have  not  as  yet  made  their  contribu¬ 
tions  to  this  campaign  or  failed  to  re¬ 
deem  their  pledges  are  respectfully  urged 
to  do  so  immediately  so  that  the  cam¬ 
paign  s  goal  may  be  reached.  Checks 
and  pledges  should  be  sent  to  either  Mr. 
Isaac  Liberman  or  Mr.  Harold  Stark- 
man.  co-Chairman  of  the  Synagogue 
drive. 


SCHEDULE  OF  SERVICES 

Sabbath  Eve . Friday,  May  6th,  8:30  p.m. 

Rabbi  Abraham  D.  Barras  will  preach  on 

"Today's  Challenge  to  Jewish  Parents" 

Sabbath  Morning . Saturday,  May  7th,  10:00  a.m. 

Rabbi  Abraham  D.  Barras  will  preach 

Sabbath  Eve . Friday,  May  13th,  8:30  p.m. 

Rabbi  Milton  Steinberg  will  preach  on 

"Arab  Refugees  and  the  State  of  Israel" 

Sabbath  Morning . Saturday,  May  14th,  10:00  a.m. 

Rabbi  Milton  Steinberg  will  preach 

Junior  Congregation  Service  at  10:30  a.m. 

Musical  portion  of  Service  under  direction  of  Cantor 
Putterman.  assisted  by  choir.  Mr.  Isidor  Geller  at 

the  organ. 

Daily  Evening  Worship . 5:45  p.m. 
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From  The  Desk  of 
Robb /  Steinberg 

BY  the  time  this  column  has  appeared 
in  print,  Morris  and  Julia  Kertzer 
shall  have  taken  their  formal  leave  of 
us.  I  say  “formal”,  because  given  the 
reciprocal  affection  between  them  and 
our  congregation,  we  have  every  reason 
to  expect  them  as  frequent  and  always 
welcome  visitors  in  our  midst,  because 
further  their  influence  and  role  in  our 
lives  is  something  indelible. 

For  their  contributions  to  us  as  in¬ 
dividuals  and  as  a  group,  our  deep  grati¬ 
tude.  For  the  privilege  of  their  friend¬ 
ship  our  appreciation. 

As  for  their  future,  may  they  and 
their  children  experience  all  good  things 
and  only  good  things:  health,  happiness 
and,  for  Rabbi  Kertzer  in  his  profes¬ 
sional  career,  self-fulfilment  and  grati¬ 
fication  in  his  new  field  of  endeavors — 
as  they  deserve  so  abundantly,  as  we  all 
wish  for  them  with  warm  earnestness. 

*  ■»  * 

The  sermon  on  the  Dietary  Laws 
which  I  delivered  some  weeks  ago,  I  am 
given  to  understand,  disappointed  some 
of  those  who  heard  it,  those  who  count¬ 
ing  on  my  general  “liberalism”  expected 
me  to  legitimatize  their  breaches  of 
Kashruth. 

Of  course,  I  have  never  had  any  such 
counsel  to  offer.  While  I  have  little  pa¬ 
tience  with  the  pots  and  pans  religion 
of  some  of  our  Orthodox  brethren,  who 
act  as  though  there  were  nothing  more 
important  in  Judaism  than  this,  I  have 
no  greater  sympathy  with  those  who  de¬ 
stroy  without  knowing  what  or  why. 

Not  that  I  regard  Kashruth  as  God- 
ordained,  or  as  essential  to  good  health, 


as  is  sometimes  contended.  To  me, 
Kashruth  is  a  folkway  of  Israel,  sanc¬ 
tioned  by  centuries  of  observance.  Like 
all  folkways,  it  has  its  arbitrary  and  non- 
intelligent  elements.  But  its  survival 
value  for  the  Jewish  group  is  high,  which 
is  one  consideration  which  ought  to  give 
our  indifferentists  serious  pause.  What 
is  more,  no  civilization  or  culture  or  his¬ 
toric  religion  can  be  truly  grasped  by 
one  who  will  not  participate  in  its  prac¬ 
tices,  both  the  arbitrary  and  the  mean- 
inguful.  No  one  can  enter  into  French 
life  unless  he  lives  as  a  Frenchman, 
speaking  the  French  tongue,  heeding 
French  courtesies,  diverting  himself  with 
French  amusements,  eating  French 
foods.  So  also  with  Jews.  The  Jew  who 

does  not  in  some  fa sbinn  kpen  Knsbmtb 
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has  drawn  a  veil  of  alienation,  be  it 
never  so  thin,  between  himself  on  the 
one  side  and  the  Jewish  past  and  the 
Jewish  present  on  the  other. 

Perhaps  this  is  as  good  a  time  as  any 
to  say  that,  though  the  courtesy  due  a 
host  from  a  guest  prevents  me  from  say¬ 
ing  so  at  the  time,  I  am  always  per¬ 
turbed  when  I  come  upon  the  graver 
violations  of  Kashruth  in  Jewish  homes, 
and  never  more  so  than  in  connection 
with  celebrations  of  religious  signifi¬ 
cance  such  as  weddings  and  Bar  Mitz- 
vahs.  With  all  the  delicacies  of  the  world 
to  choose  from,  I  fail  to  see  the  slightest 
warrant  whatsoever  for  the  serving  of 
shellfish  or  ham.  I  don’t  like  such  in¬ 
difference  to  the  tradition  and  the  scru¬ 
ples  of  others  on  anyone’s  part.  Coming 
from  a  third  or  fourth  generation  Amer¬ 
ican  Jew,  it  is  at  least  understandable. 
On  the  part  of  Jews  who  have  been 
raised  traditionally,  there  is  a  disturb- 
ing  zu  l  ’ hachis  aspect  to  their  conduct. 

At  the  very  minimum  I  should  like 
to  see  all  Jews  at  all  times  abstain  from 
at  least  the  inherently  forbidden  foods. 
Beyond  that,  I  should  say:  kol  hamarbeh 
zucheh,  the  more  observance,  provided 
it  is  not  confused  with  the  essence  of 
Judaism  or  made  too  important,  the 
better. 

For,  as  I  said  at  the  close  of  my 
sermon : 

“The  spirit,  whether  of  men  or  of 
traditions,  is  not  suspended  in  space. 
It  stands  on,  is  rooted  in,  ways  of  life. 
And  he  who  will  not  identify  himself 
with  the  roots  and  soil,  will  not  be  at 
one  with  the  flower”. 

— Milton  Steinberc 


Sisterhood  Speaks 

The  last  business  meeting  of  the  Sister¬ 
hood  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon,  May  19th.  The  Nominations  Com¬ 
mittee  will  make  its  report  and  the 
election  and  installation  of  officers  will 
take  place.  Nominations,  however,  will 
be  accepted  from  the  floor.  Therefore, 
all  members  are  urged  to  attend.  In 
addition,  annual  reports  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  and  an  interesting  program  is 
planned  for  the  afternoon. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  May  19th,  the 
Sisterhood  will  hold  its  annual  party  at 
Welfare  Island.  The  ladies  will  act  as 
hostesses  and  will  serve  ice  cream  and 
cake  to  eight  Walds.  Eii lei  Laiinneiil  nas 
been  arranged  through  Mrs.  Mitchell 
Bernstein,  Chairman  of  the  afternoon. 
Everyone  is  asked  to  be  at  Goldwater 
Hospital  on  Welfare  Island  at  12:30 
sharp.  Those  who  expect  to  take  the 
ferry  are  requested  to  meet  Mrs.  Esther 
Friedman  at  12:00  at  the  foot  of  79th 
Street  and  East  River  Drive. 

P.A.  Meets  May  11th 

The  Spring  meeting  of  the  Parents’ 
Association  will  be  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  May  11th,  at  8:30  P.M.  in  the 
Vestry  Room  of  the  Synagogue.  Elec¬ 
tion  of  officers  will  take  place.  There  will 
be  a  showing  of  the  firm  “To-Morrow’s 
a  Wonderful  Day”,  the  stirring  semi¬ 
documentary  drama  filmed  on  location 
Israel.  Currently  playing  at  the  Stanley 
Theatre,  this  picture  has  been  very  well 
received  by  the  critics,  and  needs  no  fur¬ 
ther  publicity  in  this  column. 

This  meeting  will  afford  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  all  parents  to  join  in  our  own 
farewell  tribute  to  Rabbi  Morris  Kertzer, 
who  has  been  so  magnificently  loyal  and 
devoted  to  the  Parents’  Association. 

Bar  Mitzvah 

Congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ber¬ 
nard  Green wald  on  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of 
their  son,  Jonathan,  which  will  take 
place  on  May  7th,  and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Irving  Geist  on  the  Bar  Mitzvah  of  their 
son,  Kenneth,  which  will  take  place  on 
May  14th. 

Anniversaries 

Our  very  best  wishes  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Louis  W.  Cohen  who  will  celebrate  their 
62nd  wedding  anniversary  on  May  11th, 
and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Gerrish  who 
will  celebrate  their  30th  wedding  anni¬ 
versary  on  May  17th. 


SPECIAL  SERVICE  IN  HONOR  OF  THE  FIRST  ANNIVERSARY 
OF  THE  EST ABL ISHMENT  OF  THE  STATE  OF  ISRAEL 

5th  DAY  OF  IYAR  WEDNESDAY  FAY  4th  6:00  P.M, 

The  Chief  Rabbinate  of  Israel,  the  Rabbinical  Assembly  and  the  United 
Synagogue  of  America  have  designated  the  anniversaries  of  the  establishment  of 
the  State  of  Israel  as  days  of  pra2rer  and  thanksgiving, 

A  special  Maariv  (evening)  service  will  be  conducted  at  the  Park  Avenue 
Synagogue  at  6:00  P,M,  with  appropriate  supplementary  readings  and  prayers  ex¬ 
pressing  the  joy  of  American  Jewry  in  the  wondrous  deliverance  of  our  time. 

You  are  urged  to  be  present  together  with  all  the  members  of  your  family. 


